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>ecome an institution. He concludes his examination by these
>regnant remarks:

" The proceedings of the divorce courts show otheK aspects of the
result of wealth and leisure, while a friend who had been a good deal
in London society assured me that both in country houses and in
London various kinds of orgies were occasionally to be met with, which
would hardly have been surpassed in the period of the most dissolute
empferors. Of war, too, I need say nothing. It has always been more
or less chronic since the rise of the Roman Empire; but there is now
undoubtedly a disinclination for war among all civilized peoples. Yet
the vast burden of armaments taken together with the most pious
declarations in favour of peace, must be held to show an almost total
absence of morality as a guiding principle among the governing classes."

Under the British aegis we have learnt much, but it is my
Eirm belief that there is little to gain from Britain in intrinsic
morality, that if we are not careful, we shall introduce all the
vices that she has been a prey to owing to the disease of material-
ism. We can profit by that connection only if we keep our civili-
zation, and our morals straight, i.e., if, instead of boasting of the
glorious past, we express the ancient moral glory in our own
lives and let our lives bear witness to our boast. Jhen we shall
benefit her and ourselves. If we copy her because she provides
us with rulers, both they and we shall suffer degradation. We
need not be afraid of ideals or of reducing them to practice even
to the uttermost. Ours will only then be a truly spiritual nation
when we shall show more truth than gold, greater fearlessness
than pomp of power and wealth, greater charity than love of
self. If we will but clean our houses, our palaces and temples
of the attributes of wealth and show in them the attributes of
morality, we can offer battle to any combination of hostile for-
ces without having to carry the burden of a heavy militia. Let
us seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and
the irrevocable promise is that everything will be added unto
us. These are real economics. May you and I treasure them and
enforce them in our daily life.*

* Prom Speeches and Writings of Mahatma Gandhi, Pub. Natesan, 4 ed.